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Annual  Reports  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Senior 
Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  Year  1958 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1958. 

Population 

The  Registrar-General' s  estimate  of  the  mid-year  Home  Population  was 
10,440  which  represents  an  increase  of  80  over  that  of  the  previous  year. 

Live  Births  and  Birth  Rate 

The  number  cf  live-births  was  162  (82  80  F')  -  an  increase  of  5  over 

the  previous  year,  and  the  crude  birth-rate  was  accordingly  15*52  per  1,000 
estimated  resident  population;  when  adjusted  by  the  Registrar  General's 
Comparability  Factor  which  is  computed  from  a  population  standardised  for 
age  and  sex  distribution,  the  rate  becomes  16.10  and  is  only  slightly  lower 
than  that  of  16.4  for  England  and  Wales. 

Stillbirths  and  Rate 


The  number  of  stillbirths  was  four  (all  male),  and  the  rate  was  24*39# 
compared  with  that  of  21.6  for  England  and  Wales.  Assiduous  ante-natal 
supervision  and  obstetric  skill  are  the  essential  requirements  for  the 
prevention  of  avoidable  stillbirths. 

Infant  Deaths  and  Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

On  the  other  hand,  there  were  no  infant  deaths,  whldh  in  general  terms 
compensates  for  the  four  stillbirths,  as  both  are  closely  related;  the 
rate  was  therefore  nil. 

Maternal  Deaths  and  Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

It  is  also  noteworthyfto  record  that  this  rate  was  nil,  as  there  were  no 
deaths  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion. 

Total  Deaths  and  Death  Rate 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  171  (76  M,  95  F) ,  and 
the  crude  death  rate  was  accordingly  16.37*  When  adjusted  by  the  Registrar 
General's  Comparability  Factor  as  for  births,  the  rate  becomes  9*33  which 
compares  favourably  with  that  of  11.7  for  England  and  Wales.  The  high  crude 
deathrate  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  there  is  a  Hospital  for  the 
Chronic  Sick  within  the  District  where  the  mortality  is  naturally  higher. 

The  chief  cause  of  deaths  was  Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  and  Vascular 
lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  which  are  the  natural  terminal  causes  amongst  the 
majority  of  the  aged;  altogether  there  were  88  of  those  deaths. 

Disease  of  the  Coronary  Artery  of  the  Heart  caused  22  of  those  deaths 
i.e.  23$.  The  ages  at  death  were  from  59  years  upwards.  It  is  thought 
that  prolonged  mental  tension,  and  excessive  fat  intake  and  tobacco  smoking 
may  be  contributory  factors,  but  the  predominating  cause  is  still  obscure. 

Cancer,  as  in  former  years  was  the  cause  of  the  second  highest  number  of 
deaths,  most  of  which  were  amongst  the  aged.  Procrastination  by  patients, 
allied  with  the  insidious  nature  of  the  disease  is  the  chief  factor  associated 
with  late  diagnosis,  when  the  disease  becomes  too  advanced  for  treatment  to  be 
successful. 

Cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  caused  nine  deaths,  all  but  one  of  whom 
were  male.  These  figures  are  small  from  which  to  draw  any  accurate  inference. 
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but  as  the  ratio  of  male  smokers  is  probably  higher  than  that  of  female 
smokers,  significance  could  be  assigned  to  these  figures.  None  of  these  deaths 
occurred  in  Hothfield  Chronic  Sick  Hospital.  The  ages  at  death  were  from 
1+6,  6*\ ,  62  years  to  80  years. 

Cancer  of  the  breast  caused  five  deaths.  From  the  point  of  view  of 
diagnosis  and  treatment,  the  breast  is  one  of  the  most  accessible  sites  of  the 
body,  but  nevertheless  the  mortality  is  relatively  high. 

The  other  causes  of  death  were  miscellaneous  and  there  was  no  exceptional 
incidence. 

Infectious  Diseases 
Scarlet  Fever 

Ten  sporadic  cases  were  notified  and  all  were  mild.  The  serious 
complications  of  the  more  virulent  types  of  the  past,  such  as  Endocarditis 
and  Nephritis,  are  now  very  rare.  However  the  types  which  cause  sore- 
throat  with  exudate,  but  without  the  appearance  of  a  rash,  seem  to  be  becoming 
more  prevalent  and  occasionally  Nephritis  .and  Albuminuria  are  associated  with  it. 

Whooping  Cough 

Only  two  cases  of  this  illness  wer e  notified.  It  is  too  early  yet  to 
assess  the  effect  of  preventive  vaccination,  which  has  recently  been  made 
available  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres,  but  it  may  be  hoped  that  it  will 
become  a  successful  preventive  measure.  Broncho-pneumonia  and/or  oollapse 
of  the  lung  are  the  most  serious  complications  in  infants,  and  every  effort  should 
be  made  to  shield  them  from  infection. 


Measles 


There  was  no  outbreak  of  this  infection  during  the  year,  only  four  cases 
having  been  notified.  Outbreaks  usually  occur  every  second  year  or  when  a 
sufficient  number  of  susceptible  children  has  accumulated.  Broncho-pneumonia, 
its  most  serious  complication  occurs  in  less  than  0.1;I  of  children.  Otitis 
Media  is  also  an  infrequent  complication. 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

Only  one  case  of  this  disease  was  notified. 

Including  the  secondary  Pneumonias,  there  were  nine  deaths  mostly 
amongst  the  aged  who  do  not  respond  so  well  to  treatment  and  in  whom  Hypostatic 
Pneumonia  is  common. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 


One  case  of  this  illness  was  notified.  Puerperal  Sepsis  is  now 
comparatively  rare  and  treatment  is  invariably  specific. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

No  cases  of  this  serious  disease  occurred  throughout  the  year. 


The  mass  vaccination  scheme  has  not  yet  been  completed  although  good 
progress  has  been  made,  but  it  would  appear  from  a  preliminary  assessment  that 
a  barrier  against  outbreaks  of  the  disease  has  already  been  established. 

During  the  year  1 ,169  children  had  completed  their  second  inoculations. 


Other  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 


No  other  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified. 

Tuberculosis 

Two  new  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  were  notified  in  the  age  groups 
A5+ ,  and  65+ 
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No  cases  of  Non-Re spiratory  (or  Bovine)  Tuberculosis  were  notified 
which  is  an  index  of  the  safety  of  the  milk  supplies.  The  District  has  been 
specified  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  to  the  effect  that  only  designated 
milks  may  be  sold  within  it;  this  has  been  a  great  stride  forward  towards  the 
eradication  of  Bovine  Tuberculosis  which  in  past  centuries  has  caused  so  much 
death,  suffering  and  disability. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  cither  Respiratory  or  Non-Re spiratory 
Tuberculosis,  which  may  be  regarded  as  a  reflection  of  the  success  of  modern 
treatment. 

The  number  of  open  cases  with  positive  sputa  who  would  be  sources  of 
infection  to  others  is  being  reduced  each  year  and  in  the  detection  of 
these  cases,  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  is  playing  a  valuable  paid;. 

B.C.G-.  vaccination  is  also  being  offered  to  school-children  before  they 
leave  school,  as  adolescence  is  a  very  vulnerable  age-group. 

It  is  hoped  that  all  the  measures  being  taken  against  this  disease  which 
include  the  raising  of  social  standards,  will  finally  eradicate  it  in  the  fore 
seeable  future. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  you  for  your 
interest  and  assistance  in  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Services  and  also  to 
thank  the  staff  for  their  co-operation  and  efficiency. 

I  am, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  MARSHALL  M.B. ,  Ch.B. ,  D.P.H. 
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STATISTICAL  ALT)  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


FOR  1 950, 


Area: 


39,453  acres. 


Registrar-G-eneral'  s  Estimate  of:- 

The  Resident  Population  . .  10,440 


Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  According  to 

the  Rate  Book<  .  3,500 

Rateable  Value  as  at  y\  -3~59  . £99, 396 


Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 


£380 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

West  Ashfori  Rural  District  is  predominantly  agricultural  in  character 
there  are  only  a  few  light  industries.  The  Council  has  been  a  progressive 
Housing  Authority,  having  built  642  post-war  houses  and  altogether  own  734 
houses.  G-enerally  social  conditions  are  very  satisfactory. 
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EXTRACTS 

FROM 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

West  Ashford 

England 

Rural 

and 

Total 

Vu 

District 

Wales 

1. 

Live  Births 

162 

82 

80 

Birth  Rate 

15.52 

16.4 

(a)  Legitimate 

per  1 ,000 

(Adjusted 

153 

78 

75 

estimated 

resident 

rate 

16.10) 

(b)  Illegitimate 

9 

4 

5 

population 

2. 

Stillbirths 

(a)  Legitimate 

4 

4 

- 

Rate  per 

1 ,000  total 

24.39 

21.6 

4 

4 

— 

(live  and 
still) 

(b)  Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

births 

3. 

Total  live  and  still- 

births 

166 

86 

80 

4. 

Deaths 

171 

76 

95 

Death  rate 

16.57 

11.7 

per  1 ,000 

(Adjusted 

resident 

rate 

population 

9.33) 

5. 

Deaths  from  Pregnancy, 

— 

— 

— 

Rate  per 

_ 

Not 

Childbirth, 

1 ,000  ( live 

available 

Abortion 

and  still) 
births 

6. 

Deaths  of  Infants 

— 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

22.5 

Under  One  Year  of 

Age 

live  births 

(a)  Legitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1  ,000 

legitimate 
live  births 

(b)  Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1  ,000 
illegitimate 
live  births 

- 

7. 

Deaths  of  Infants 

— 

— 

mm 

Rate  per  1  ,000 

Under  Four  Weeks 
of  Age 

(a)  Legitimate 

live  births 

(b)  Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

8. 

Illegitimate  births  per  cent  of 

total 

live 

births 

5.565 5 

9.  Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  37 

Deaths  from  "Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  2 

Deaths  from  Measles 


The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  during  the  year. 


Scarlet  Fever  . . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Measles  ••• 

Acute  Primary  or  Influenzal  Pneumonia 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 


10 

2 

4 

1 

1 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  HAST  ASHFORD  RURAL 


DISTRICT  DURING-  1958 


t 

i  ALL  CAUSES 

1  1 

1  1  • 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

•  •  • 

•  ft  • 

ft  •  ft 

i  2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

•  •  • 

ft  ft  • 

ft  •  ft 

!  3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

ft  ft  ft 

!  4. 

Diphtheria 

•  ft  ft 

0  •  • 

i 

i 

i  5* 

Whooping  Cough 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

! 

1 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

•  «  • 

•  ft  • 

! 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

i 

» *  • 

t 

8. 

| 

Measles 

•  •  ft 

•  •  • 

; 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

•  •  ft 

•  •  ft 

•  •  • 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

•  •  • 

•  •  ft 

; 

ft  •  • 

i 

ill. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

•  •  • 

•  ft  ft 

1 

•  •  ft 

1 

!  12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

•  •  ft 

ft  •  ft 

...  | 

|13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

•  •  • 

•  •  ft 

•  •  ft 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

»  a  • 

ft  •  • 

ft  •  • 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

•  «  t 

ft  ft  ft 

•  ft  ft 

16. 

Diabetes 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

ft  ft  ft 

!  17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

•  •  ft 

•  •  ft 

... 

i  18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

•  •  ft 

ft  •  • 

•  •  • 

1  19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

ft  ft  ft 

•  •  ft 

•  •  ft 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

ft  •  ft 

•  ft  ft 

I 

•  ft  ft  | 

i 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  •  j 

» 

22. 

Influenza 

ft  ft  ft 

•  «  • 

. . . 

ro 

Vj>J 

• 

Pneumonia 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  •  • 

24. 

Bronchitis 

•  •  • 

0  •  ft 

... 

• 

LA 

C\J 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

•  •  • 

ft  ft  • 

» 

1 

... 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

•  it 

ft  •  ft 

i 

» •  •  j 

f 

i 

t 

27. 

G-astritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

•  •  ft 

ft  •  ft 

28. 

In! 0 pl*1271l3 1  &  cmi- J  -niepK^-o  <9^  c 

•  •  • 

o  •  ft 

... 

. 

0"\ 

C\J 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

•  it 

ft  •  ft 

...  | 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

•  it 

ft  •  ft 

•  •  • 

i 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

•  •• 

ft  ft  ft 

i 

ft  •  • 

32. 

Other  defined  end  ill-defined  diseases 

ft  •  • 

ft  •  ft 

i 

•  ft  ft 

1 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

•  •  • 

•  •  ft 

i 

\ 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

•  •  • 

ft  •  ft 

. . . 

35. 

Suicide 

•  •  ft 

•  •  ft 

i 

... 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

ft  •  • 

0  •  ft 

ft  •  • 

j 

New  Cases  and  Mortality,  1958 


There  were  no  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  of  patients  who  had  not  been  notified 
as  suffering  ftom  that  disease. 
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n-IMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIRfflEillL,  1958 


The  following  is  a  return  of  the  number  of  children 
under  the  age  of  15  years  on  31st  December,  1958*  who  had 
completed  a  course  of  immunisation  at  any  time  before  that 
date  (i.e. ,  at  any  tine  since  1st  January,  1944)* 


Year  of  Birth 

I 

-t 

w 

65 

v 

% 

•r- 

3 

5 

cm 

V* 

% 

ON 

V* 

- - — 

ON 

ON 

V* 

0 

UN 

CJN 

V 

— 

r~ 

lA 

G\ 

UN 

CJN 

V* 

f 

1953 

L  . J 

-d* 

UN 

ON 

T 

UN 

UN 

CJN 

V" 

VO 

UN 

CJN 

T 

r^- 

UN 

ON 

V 

00 

UN 

ON 

V" 

Total 

Last  complete  coi 
of  injections 
(whether  primary 
or  booster) 

1954  -  1958 

! .  . 

trse 

46 

36 

57 

' 

78 

110 

l_  , 

88 

97 

rri-r  '  J 

97 

112 

101 

118 

92 

79 

15 

1,183 

! 

1 953  or  earlier 

1 

35 

55 

76 

. _ 

77 

, 

58 

10 

41 

40 

37 

9 

- 

— 

438 

POLIOMYELITIS 


The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  of  persons 
resident  in  the  district  who  received  injections  against 
poliomyelitis  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1958. 


00 

UN 

Year  of  Birth  87 

fNs— 

UN 

MD 

S 

T 

UN 

UN 

ON 

T- 

LCN 

ON 

KN 

UN 

ON 

CM 

UN 

On 

J\“ 

UN 

ON 

0 

UN 

ON 

3 

oS 

V* 

3 

ON 

V 

t*ia 

1 

L 

3 

ON 

V” 

•N 

CJN 

ON 

Others 

Total 

i 

1 

Given  two 
injections  24 

80 

87 

94 

. 

82 

~ 

79 

84 

59 

46 

. 

49 

65 

59 

93 

68 

70 

130 

1,169 

Given  third  ; 

injection  -  j  1 

1 

1 

_ 

2 

_ 

2 

1 

1 

5 

3 

4 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

27 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation,  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation- and 
Smallpox  Vaccination  figures  for  1958 


Year  of  Birth! 

j 

I 

j 

Diphtheria 

Immunisation 

1  Smallpox 

Vaccination 

|  Whooping-cough  j 
i  Immunisation 

j 

|  Primary 

Reinforcing 

r 

Primary 

Re vac  c inat ion 

i 

I  Primary 

i 

1958 

15 

1 

52 

_ 

43 

1957 

73 

— 

41 

- 

65 

1956 

5 

- 

1 

- 

7 

1955 

2 

5 

1 

1954 

1 

4 

- 

1 

» 

j 

1 953 

3 

44 

- 

3 

1952 

5 

20 

- 

1 

1951 

5 

- 

- 

1 

1950 

3 

— 

- 

1949 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1948 

1 

1 

■ 

" 

1 

1947 

1 

- 

1946 

~ 

- 

— 

- 

- 

:  1945 

- 

1 

1944 

- 

'  i 

— 

Before 

‘  • 

1 944 

| 

2 

8 

Total 

i 

105 

80  I  96 

j 

« 

10 

123 

i 

■ 


Public  Health  Department, 

2  Elwick  Road, 
ASHFORD,  Kent. 

To:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

West  Ashford  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  second  annual  report  on  the  Sanitary 

circumstances  in  the  rural  district  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 

1958. 

The  staff  of  the  department  has  remained  unchanged  and  this  is 
most  helpful  in  maintaining  the  continuity  of  the  work. 

Special  attention  has  been  made  to  meat  inspection  and  the  closing 
or  demolition  of  unfit  properties.  Although  it  has  been  found  imposs¬ 
ible  to  do  complete  house  to  house  inspection,  all  complaints  of  bad 
housing  conditions  have  been  speedily  dealt  with. 

As  in  previous  years  many  old  properties  have  been  saved  by  the 
use  of  the  Improvement  Grant  system  of  the  Housing  Act.  The  disposal 
of  cesspool  contents  is  still  a  problem  and  the  fouling  of  ditches, 
by  only  partly  treated  effluent,  gives  some  anxiety. 

A  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  follows,  with 
comments  on  each  subject. 

(1)  WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Mid  Kent  Water  Company  supplies  water  to  the  rural  district. 
Thiaiis  supplimented  by  two  private  piped  spring  supplies. 

This  year  saw  the  completion  of  a  mains  extension  to  cover  the 
last  section  of  Egerton  Village.  Except  for  isolated  cottages  and 
farms  practically  the  whole  of  the  area  has  a  water  supply  in  pipes. 


No. 

Sati sfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Raw  water  (Mid  Kent) 
Tested  by  Analyst  for 
County  of  Surrey. 

12 

12 

Treated  Water  (Mid  Kent) 
Chemical-Analysis 

4 

2 

2 

The  untreated  water 

was  typical 

*end  of  mains 

1  conditions  and 

shows  a  high  iron  content.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  periodic 
flushings  to  cleanse  pipe  lines. 


Mid  Kent  Water  Connections  during  1958  5® 
Houses  supplied  by  Mid  Kent  Water  Company  3302 
Houses  supplied  by  Private  Sources  140 
Wells  and  other  means  81 
Total  Houses  in  West  Ashford  R,D,  3523 


The  alterations  of  Parish  boundaries  has  changed  the  sizes  of 


the  various  parishes.  The  following  table  shows  the  up  to  date 


position  in  each  village  as  regards  Mid  Kent  "Water  Supply, 
Pari sh  Houses  Supplied 


Bethersden  374 
Charing.  728 
Egerton  230 
Great  Chart  251 
Hothfield  237 
Kingsnorth  296 
Little  Chart  104 
Pluckley  308 
Shadoxhurst  1 94 
Sfiarden  335 
Westwell  245 


3,302 


WMSE,  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

'\2j'  "A'S'  r<Ap6hted  fob  1957  thebe  has  been  little  or  no  change  in  the 
overall  systems  of  drainage  in  the  district  during  the  past  year. 


At  Pluckley  a  Public  Health  nuisance  was  remedied  by  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  small  temporary  works  to  treat  effluent  from  a  block 
of  Council  Houses,  Improvements  were  made  to  the  systems  of  Smarden 
and  Great  Chart, 


Other  much  needed  works  of  enlargement  and  reconstruction  have 
had  to  be  delayed  until  1959  owing  to  restriction  of  capital  expend¬ 
iture. 

The  staff  of  the  Council’s  Architect  and  Surveyor’s  Department 
are  actively  engaged  in  preparing  plans,  etc.  to  modernise  plant  at 
Bethersden,  Egerton  and  Charing, 

SCHOOL  SANITATION 

School  sanitary  systems  are  adequate  and  satisfactory  with  the 
exception  of  Egerton  Primary  School  where  ranges  of  trough  closets  are 


still  in  use  and  washing  arrangements  primitive. 


to  be  mis-using  the  system  by  asking  for  more  emptyings  than  required. 


Some  properties  were  not  emptied  at  all  and  many  only  once. 

The  high  costs  of  emptying  Council  Properties  is  occasioned  by:- 

1.  Property  on  sealed  cesspools, 

2.  Daywork  cost  of  emptying  plant  at  disposal  works. 

( 3 )  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 

The  following  table  indicated  the  approximate  number  of  the 
various  types  of  food  premises  in  the  area. 


Cafes  and  Restaurants  9 
Confectioners  3 
Butchers  Shops  9 
Grocers  &  General  Shops  37 
Licensed  Premises  31 
Slaughterhouses  4 


During  the  year  604  visits  were  paid  to  the  various  food  premises- 
including  meat  inspection. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

Number  of  licenced  slaughterhouses  4 

One  slaughterhouse  is  used  on  only  very  few  occasions,  two  deal 
with  the  requirements  of  the  respective  owners  in  their  village  shops 
and  one  deals  with  wholesale  slaughter. 

This  latter  one  is  grossly  overcrowded,  has  inadequate  facilities 
for  inspection  owing  to  the  large  throughput  and  although  everything 
possible  is  done  to  ensure  safe  and  clean  meat  the  premises  are 
inadequate.  The  owners  have  planning  permission  for  a  completely  new 
and  modern  plant  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  completed  by  the 
appointed  day.  The  100  per  cent  inspection  of  meat  has  been  maintained 
although  late  hours  and  weekend  duties  have  had  to  be  carried  out. 

Since  Kent  has  become  a  'specified  area*  the  incidence  of 
Tuberculosis  in  carcase  meat  has  fallen  from  6.09^  and  13 to  .5% 
and  k%  in  beasts  and  cows  respectively. 

Only  one  case  of  C.  Bovis  was  found  and  this  was  a  partly 
degenerated  cyst  in  the  musculature  of  a  cows  heart. 

Following  the  wet  summer  liver  condemnation,  because  of  fluke 
infestation,  increased. 


This  school  has  recently  changed  from  an  assisted  school  to  a 


full  K.C.C.  responsibility  and  it  is  hoped  that  works  of  improvement 
will  be  carried  out  when  the  village  disposal  plant  is  modernised, 
PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

— — — wi  — —  — ,  —  — — —  m 

Charing  is  still  the  only  village  to  have  conveniences.  They  qre 
maintained  by  a  part-time  cleaner.  There  has  been  a  falling  off  of 
minor  damage  to  the  building  equipment, 

SWIMMING  BATHS. 

Since  the  last  report,  the  sole  swimming  bath  in  the  district  has 
been  closed  down. 

The  nearest  bathing  facilities  is  the  open  air  bath  situated  in 
the  Urban  District, 

CESSPOOLS  EMPTYING 


The  policy  of  the  Council  to  give  two  free  emptyings  of  cesspools 
to  dwellinghouses  remains  unchanged. 

This  service  is  carried  out  by  the  employment  of  an  emptying 
contractor  who  gives  a  very  satisfactory  service.  He  is  always 
willing  to  cariy  out  emergency  work  at  short  notice  without  additional 


charges. 


Properties  Serviced 

Private 

11 61 

£1791  -  17  -  9 

1957 

(1104) 

(£1802  -  10  -  0) 

Council 

136 

£488  -  7  -  9 

1957 

(205) 

(£543  -  10  -  0) 

Total 

1297 

£2280  -  5  -  6 

1957 

(1309) 

(£2346  -  0  -  0) 

There  is  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  private  houses 
requesting  the  service  -  this  is  attributed  to  new  housing  and  the 


greater  use  of  the  automatic  emptying  service  -  but  no  owner  appears 


The  following  table  shows  the  details  of  animals  slaughtered, 
together  with  the  number  and  percentage  affected  by  disease,  1957 
figures  are  given  below  those  for  1953* 


1 

battle 

excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

I^o.  killed  and 

599 

464 

656 

8649 

968 

11336 

inspected  1957 

(690) 

(169) 

(688) 

(9136) 

(1264) 

(12047) 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 

TUBERCULOSIS 

11 

11 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned.  1957 

(D 

- 

- 

(5) 

(1) 

(7) 

Carcases  of  which  some 

77 

112 

3 

196 

36 

424 

part  or  organ  was 
condemned  1957 

(104) 

(81) 

(2) 

(139) 

(36) 

(362) 

%  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with 

12.8 

24.1 

.45 

2.3 

3.7 

43.45 

diseases  other  than 
Tuberculosis.  1957 

(15.2) 

(30.o) 

(.29) 

(1.5) 

(2.9) 

(49.89) 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

Whole  carcase  con¬ 
sumed.  1957 

(2) 

- 

— 

- 

- 

(2) 

Carcase  of  which  some 

3 

19 

— 

6 

28 

part  or  organ  was 
condemned.  1957 

(40) 

(37) 

- 

- 

do 

(88) 

$  of  the  number  in- 

.5 

4.0 

- 

- 

.5 

5.0 

spected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis.  1957 

(6.09)  ; 

(13.5) 

- 

- 

(.8) 

(20.39) 

CYSTICERCOSIS 

Carcases  of  which  some 

1 

1 

part  or  organ  was 
condemned.  1957 

(2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(2) 

Carcases  submitted  to 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

mm 

treatment  by 
refrigeration.  1957 

(i) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(1) 

Generalised  and 

_ 

_ 

mm 

— 

.. 

— 

totally  condemned 

1957 

(0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(1) 

\ 

» 

— - L 

TABLE  OF  DISEASES 


Cows  Forequarters 
Carcase  Sheep 
Carcase  Sheep 
Carcase  Sheep 
Carcase  Sheep 
9  Carcase  Sheep 
2  Pigs  Legs 
Sheep  Leg? 

Part  Cows  Rump 
Part  Cows  Flank 
Trimmings  of  Beast 
Loin  Casualty  Sow 
5  Pigs  Heads 
7  Parts  of  Sheep 

Edible  iffal 

Argentine  Beef 

Imported  Pigs  Livers 

New  Zealand  Hind 
Quarters 


Tuberculosis 

Septicaemia 

Fevered 

Improperly  Bled 
Moribund 

Oedema  &  Emaciation 

Fractures 

Fractures 

Bruising 

Bruising 

Bruising 

Bone  Abscesses 

Tuberculisis 

Bruising 

Decomposed 
Decomposed 
Bone  Taint 


Lbs. 

Meat 

Lbs. 

Offal 

362 

- 

56 

- 

55 

- 

54 

- 

64 

- 

213 

- 

16 

mm 

4 

- 

It 

- 

18 

- 

18 

- 

60 

- 

V f 

- 

20 

mm 

994 

4116 

37 

3i 

50 

1081 

411 9i 

1  qtr. 

lO^lbs. 

Total  Condemhed  =  5180-g-lbs.  =  2  tons  6cwts 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1935 

The  number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  on  the  Register  at  31st 
December,  1958,  was  eleven. 

KNACKERS  YARDS  (OFFENSIVE  TRADE) 

There  is  one  licensed  Knackers  Yard  in  the  area.  Seven  visitfc 
were  paid  to  the  premises.  At  all  times  cleanliness  was  in  evidence 
and  the  disposal  and  segregation  of  bones,  hides,  etc.  was  satisfactory 


OTHER  FOOD  PREMISES 


LICENSED  PREMISES 

The  Public  Houses  and  Licensed  Clubs  in  the  district  are  kept 
in  a  satisfactory  manner  and  nearly  all  have  hot  water  piped  to 
the  bar  washing  up  facilities.  One  premise  has  been  entirely  mode ra¬ 
ised  and  new  conveniences  provided. 

RESTAURANTS  ,  CAFES  AND  CANTEENS 

8  visits  only  were  paid  to  cafes,  canteens  and  restaurants* 

Premises  were  maintained  to  a  high  degree  of  cleanliness. 

No  complaints  were  received  from  the  public  of  unsound  foods 
or  unsatisfactory  conditions. 

BUTCHERS  AND  GROCERS  SHOPS 

These  forms  of  food  shops  are  in  general  clean,  and  hygienic 
wrappings  are  used. 

With  one  exception  all  conform  with  Hygiene  Regulations.  The 
one  exception  should  be  closing  shortly. 

One  bhtcher  has  totally  enclosed  his  shop  front  and  installed  a 
refrigerated  display  unit. 

BAKEHOUSES 

During  the  year  one  bakehouse  closed  and  ten  visits  were  paid  to 
other  bakehouses  within  the  district.  All  were  maintained  in  a  sat¬ 
isfactory  condition, 

MILK  SUPPLIES 


tuberculin 

Tested 

Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

Dealers  Licences 

7 

9 

2 

Supplementary  Licences 

6 

5 

— 

Totals 

1i£ 

14 

2 

No  complaints  were  received  of  bad  or  contaminated  milk  or 
dirty  milk  bottles. 

No  samples  of  bottled  milk  were  sulbmitted  for  analysis. 

An  effort  is  being  made  to  do  away  with  roadside  dumping  of 
supplies  to  retailers  by  the  construction  of  suitable  receptacles. 


ICE  CREAM 


Number  of  registered  retailers  45 

All  ice  cream  retailed  in  the  district  is  pre-wrapped.  There  are 
no  manufacturers  of  ice  cream,  neither  are  there  any  bulk  stores. 

(4)  HOUSING 

HOUSING  ACT.  1957  SECTION  i 6-1 7 

During  the  year  15  tenanted  houses  were  represented  as  unfit 
for  habitation  and  unable  to  be  repaired  at  a  reasonable  cost. 


Houses  considered  under  section  16  15 
Houses  recommended  for  demolition  7 
Houses  recommended  to  be  closed  8 
Houses  demolished  2 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

The  Council  continued  to  make  full  use  of  this  section  of  the 
Housing  Act  in  an  effort  to  save  old  houses  of  sound  structure. 
Owing  to  the  high  cost  of  borrowing  money  the  maximum  grant  was 
lowered  to  £300  i.e. 

50%  of  the  first  £400  and  2 of  the  remainder  up  to 
a  maximum  of  £800. 

No.  of  preliminary  grants  received  and 


approved  in  principle 

28 

No.  of  applications  proceeded  with 

18 

No.  of  grants  completed  during  1958 

22 

Total  Grant  Aid  given 

£6542  - 

16-3 

Average  Grant  Aid  per  house 

£297  - 

8-5 

This  figure  is  comparable  with  previous  years  as  some  of  the 
completions  ?/ere  approved  in  1957  before  the  total  grant  was  reduced 
from  £400  to  £300. 

INSPECTIONS 

The  number  and  character  of  housing  inspections  carried  out  in 
accordance  with  housing  is  as  follows: 

Total  number  of  dwellings  inspected  during  the  year  38 

Number  of  dwellings  inspected  and  recorded  1 6 

Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  formal  notice  26 

Re-inspections  of  houses  220 


The  following  table  sets  out  the  sanitary  works  effected  to 
existing  premises  during  the  pear  under  review, 

W.C.s  provided  24 
W, C.s  repaired  5 
Wash  basins  provided  24 
Sinks  1 8 
Hot  water  systems  provided  29 
Baths  provided  26 
Drains  cleansed/repaired  1 
Inspection  chambers  provided/rep aired  18 
Pail  closets  converted/ demolished  8 
Cesspools/septic  tanks  provided  13 
Chimneys  repaired  2 
Roofs  repaired  5 
Rainwater  pipes  and  gutters  repaired  4 
Brickwork  of  walls  repaired  8 
Internal  walls  and  ceiling  repaired  10 
Floors  and  staircases  repaired/ renewed  2 
Doors  and  windows  repaired/renewed  12 
Bedding  cleansed/ destroyed  3 
Food  stores  provided/rene7;ed  26 


No,  of  inspections  of  all  kinds  during  year  1422 

No,  of  premises  disinfested/ disinfected  21 

No,  of  premises  connected  to  main  sewers  4 

No,  of  premises  connected  to  cesspools/septic 

tanks  23 

PROVISION  OF  HOUSES 

No  Council  houses  were  built  during  1958  and  the  future  programme 


will  be  for  the  provision  of  Old  Peoples  Bungalows. 
36  private  dwellings  were  completed. 


REHOUSING 


During  the  year  the  Council  completed  the  modernisation  of  three 
blocks  of  four  cottages  which  had  been  purchased  from  private  owners. 

20  families  were  rehoused  in  1958* 

REHOUSING  LIST 

In  December  there  were  approximately  100  families  on  the 
housing  list  awaiting  accommodation. 

(5)  RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Council  employs  a  full  time  rodent  operator  who,  besides 
carrying  out  the  statutory  duty  of  surveying  farm  properties,  has 
quite  a  large  treatment  programme,  many  farmers  agreeing  to  quarterly 
surveys  and  treatments  as  requisite, 


Council 

Property 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agricultural 

Properties 

Business  <fc 
any  other 

Total  No.  of  Properties 

10 

3523 

343 

138 

Number  Surveyed 

10 

J 

121 

250 

28 

Infestations  Treated 

Major  " 

2 

mm 

2 

- 

Minor  ,f 

8 

120 

58 

28 

With  the  use  of  Warfarin  and  a  mould  inhabitant,  the  sewers  in 
the  area  have  been  almost  completely  cleared  of  rats. 

Charing  old  sewer  is  the  only  place  with  small  pockets  of 
resistance,  other  villages  have  been  found  to  be  quite  clear. 

121  treatments  were  given  at  dwelling  houses  for  minor  infest¬ 
ations.  Hothfield  Hospital  had  regular  surveys  and  treatments  and 
more  farmers  availed  themselves  of  the  Councils  system  qf  treatment 
on  repayment. 

(6)  REFUSE  COLLECTION 

The  Council  now  operates  two  modern  fore  and  after  tipper' 
refuse  collecting  vehicles. 

Weekly  collection  is  given  to  built  up  villages  and  fortnightly 
clearance  in  the  remote 'areas. 


TIPS 


As  mentioned  in  previous  reports  the  only  tip  used  by  the 
Council  is  at  a  disused  stone  quarry  at  Chilmington. 

For  many  years  crude  dumping  of  household  refuse  has  been 
going  on  and  the  body  of  the  tip  is  one  fire.  Short  of  very 
expensive  measures  it  is  now  impossible  to  convert  to  controlled 
tipping  as  the  face  is  steep,  high  and  unstable.  The  best  measures 
in  the  circumstances  are  being  attempted  by  covering  the  face  with 
builders  rubble,  but  even  this  is  only  punitive  as  there  has  been 
much  promiscuous  dumping  of  car  bodies  etc.  from  unknown  sources. 
SALVAGE 

The  recovery  of  paper  products,  old  metal?  t. and  rags  are  still 
carried  out  in  the  same  operation  as  household  refuse  collection. 

The  bonus  paid  to  the  operatives  still  proves  a  great  incentive 
to  the  recovery  of  saleable  articles. 


Tons. 

Cwts. 

£  j  s#.  d. 

Mixed  waste  papers 
and  cardboard 

Old  metal,  rags,  etc. 

CM 

5 

1085  -  12  -  11 

92  -  13  -  2 

123 

5 

1178  -  6  -  1 

This  figure  is  only  £54  below  that  obtained  last  year  and  can 
be  accounted  for  by  the  fluctuation  in  paper  prices  and  the  heavy 
cardboard  -  inpregnated  with  a  tarry  waterproof  centre  -  not  being 
accepted  by  the  mills. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

M 

The  gypsy  and  dealer  problem  is  ever  present  in  the  area.  The 
unlicensed  sites  favoured  by  these  nomads  tend  to  become  filthy  dumps. 
No  attemps  are  made  at  scavenging  and  all  forms  of  household  refuse 
are  thrown  haphazardly  around  the  caravans.  Bushes,  scrub,  and  in  fact 
any  form  of  cover  are  used  for  normal  body  funstions,  thus  leaving 
areas  readily  acceptable  to  flies  and  probable  sources  of  polio¬ 
myelitis  and  the  like. 


The  Council  is  taking  forceful  steps  to  provide  a  controlled  site 
for  a  nucleus  of  these  people  who  regularly  provide  agricultural 
assistance  in  the  summer  but  who  require  winter  quarters-*-  This 
programme  would  allow  regular  schooling  for  the  children  thus  giving 
them  an  insight  into  better  citizenship.  Some  22  gypsy  families  have 
already  been  housed  by  the  Council  -  or  1  in  40  of  all  new  houses  - 
and  this  procedure  is  to  continue.  No  other  Council  can  show  such  a 
forward  policy  towards  this  illiterate  and  often  shunned  section  of 
th©  community* 

(8)  FACTORY  ADMINISTRATION 

Except  for  the  brickworks  and  a  paper  mill  the  factories  in  the 
area  are  small  and  employing  only  a  few  workmen* 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

No*  of  Factories  in  Register 

Factories  (  Mechanical  Power  )  35 

Factories  (  No  Mechanical  Power  )  4 

No,  of  Inspections 

Factories  (  Mechanical  Power  )  29 

Factories  (  No  Mechanical  Power  )  11 

No,  of  Written  Notices 

Factories  (  Mechanical  Power  )  2 


The  two  notices  were  for  insufficient  sanitary  conveniences. 

Verbal  notices  were  for  building  contractors  to  provide  sanitary  con¬ 
veniences  at  site  operations, 

(9)  SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

No  routine  inspections  were  made  under  section  38>  to  check  the 
sanitary  and  other  welfare  arrangements  where  assistants  or  young 
people  are  employed, 

(10)  HOP  PICKERS  CAMPS 

These  camps  are  to  general  purposes  closed.  The  use  of  mechanical 
pickers  has  halted  the  influx  of  East  London  families  and  practically 
all  work  is  carried  out  by  local  labour. 


(11)  COURT  ACTION  -  SECTION  50, PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1938 

Following  the  successful  Court  proceedings  of  1957,  and  as  no 
work  was  carried  out  to  remedy  the  cesspool  nuisance,  a  further 
action  was  taken  in  the  local  court  and  this  was  followed  by  a  hearing 
at  Kent  Quarter  Sessions, 

In  each  instance  an  offence  was  proved  and  fines  and  costs 
inflicted. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Arthur  H.  Hayes, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 


‘ 


